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EZEK[E.US CONT of the most owering figures in Indian Engy gﬁd ;‘o{u
Nissim gzeknc_l is taceteds and it has certainly pnn_chgd Tndiay (he r oacb
poetry. His trﬁ'ﬁzi“:new ® mension toit bY c;rti'}dm%ﬂs SCOpe ang :g‘:, cati®
I e
Bruce Ki observes : ting to create 2 modern Engj;
Of the _groucll:i OfN t:::::l g‘;gﬂ}g, sogém emerged as the lcad;g:i
try in lt:: a, Nt standar and created places of publicatioy £
ad'\nsed‘ t F:E:ﬁ ce is 0o, owever, as, a p_romotcr of poetry
His main sighto be a pocts his continuing involvement in (g poc"y'
it 1s 10 h;:g and the Ways in which the developing body of i cociety
ml‘)’c;pmss his pcrsonal quest for a satisfactory Way of living
odern world. ; X
lil:l;c;:lde poetry «Central 10 bis“h{c.”_ Wwhile others wrot
poems, he wrote poetry- Bruce King adds : Ezck{el brought a sense of
giscipline, self criticism and mastery to Indian E'nghsl',l,poetry. He wasthe
first Indian poet to have sucha profe.ssmna_.l attitude.” In all his works he
the centrality of ma0 in the universe and prefers poetry d
gatement and purpose- admires the American poetic tradition “tha
can be traced back to Whitman- Its peculiar qualities belong to its time py U
and place, a poetry of utmost freedom; IDfOFII.lE‘lhty and freshness which s
esses directly its own mdepcndcnt sensibility. No orgamzcd theory, ity
mask of reason of respectability, 0 A

no moral or social doctrine, nO .
bolist or other technical imperative shapes....” It implies tha 7o

imagist, sym C :
fiterature of a very high order can only be created 1n an atmosphere ol
-ntellectual freedom. The aim of literature is “discovery and expression

ce for the writer. The society

of truth” which is entirely personal experien
that promotes literalure ould aim at “the development of humas

sensibility.” Ezekiel's poelry fulfils this qualification of poelk
composition and in this respect he is a linear in Indian English poetry. \
Ezekielisa modern poet in the real sense. He discarded “Colonial,
provincial, amateur poctry” which was old fashioned. His poetry reflects

e —
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Nisaim Leokiel (Clanaral Introduction) [ §)

M i the oY,
modorn M, s themes nre modern
nd I8 Inpe, 1he noed (0 OVercome allenntion,”

(ho Proa’ ahloms of MATTINES,
sl ";tnh?' “'l‘aml L0 oroato Integration among (e varlous nepects of
s Drue? n“fn jzoklol's oarly and continuling, themes, fuch modern

pla charae , helghtened oritionl sell-consclousness, MIong
(oriatloh T Mg " mﬂllplluhynflunan, the ariistie dlblﬂw%ﬂ‘
an

¢ 801011
Intulloclud PUIPORE o WOre nmunﬁ his contributions 1o |
o

rough a per
omotio) |m;::m!|l1‘1 aftor poom ho prosents Ife an i quest for wholeness, for

otry.” I ' f iy, Faekiel's quest
spiritual sutlafaction, for maturity. (
m“""m"'l‘m‘;ﬂccrni how 1o lve happily, calmly, cthically ns an integyat

okiol brought o calm, dispasslonale, intellectunl and ethical note
Incl‘i!:: English poetry: He oxprenses the experiences of the educa

wd urbanized aninnn {n his poetry, He studiously and carefully avoids
i nclal, m thological and chauvanistic sentiments, His Focm

rovi
£ r%nch [y creative and conatructive, intellectual and urban, ba

and ratlonnl,
Do not, in your vanity, (he tenvous thread

Of difference flaunt, but be
Asserted in the common dance, Participate

Entirely, make an end of separation,
fzekiel for the first (ime brought an urban an intellectual touch to
ry and with the help of irony and mild satire exposes the evils of urban

goclety :
Barbaric city sick with slums
Deprived of scasons, blessed with rains,

Its hawkers, beggars, iron lunged,
Processions led by frantic drums,
A million purgatorial lanes,
And child-like masscs, many tongued
Whose wages are in words and crumbs,
The city of Mumbai forms the core of much of his poctry. Fascinated
the sweep of the city, its blend of cultures and its streetspeak, some of
s poems, as he once said, were inspired by phrascs picked up in the
city's colleges and local trains. The city of Bombay becomes a part of his
consciousness and he identifics and acclimatises himself to its dark and
dreary spectacle,

[ cannot leave the island,
[ was born here and belong,

Indian English poets — R. Parthasarthy, Grieve Patel, Jussawala,
Peeradina, Rodrigucs, O.P. Bhatnagar, 1.H, Rizvi and many more arc
urban and intellectual poets in Ezekilean tradition,

- Michael German rightly comments on Ezekiel's contribution to
etry :
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52 | Critical Study of S eicfrfd Poems
; established traditions of love, religion an
- ?nngn%:n:z ::: modern attitude of the need for a comm"‘:‘g:::
an existential plunge into life, and of old analytic disgust, becomjyo
more ironical and detached as he develops. & B
He fashioned a stylc, which i5 nol.cworlhy for precision of dictigy
and imagery, wit and irony, L0 €Xpress his balanced, mtellccmal,.ratiom
and unbiased observations of city life, man, love and sex etc. His poegie
style is characterised by clarity, precision, logic and irony, for cxamp|e .
Words, looks, gesturcs, everything betrays
The unquict mind, the emptiness within.
Mark lucidity and balance between emotion and reason in the followiny
lines from “A Time 10 Change.”
.. let me always feel

The presence of the golden mean

Between the elan of dc:rnrc

i him from other Indian English pocts,

Irony “is present from the ve inning, .lhough it becomes more
ounced in his later works, the analytical faculty progressively
displacing fecling at the motivating force of the ouvre.” No other Indian
English poet has shown the remarkable “abilityto organise his experience
into words as competently as Ezekiel has done....... he has shown

1 ty of form. In this, he

rm:rkablcabililytogwchispocmsaccnain finali
has believed in “Yeat's dictum that poets, like women, must labour to be
beantiful”

Ezekicl has also ¢éndeavoured to identify himself with his
cxvironment. He has proved that the roots and stems of great poetry are
found in the native soil but the poet with the immaculate perfection of his
art universalises his environmental ethos.

All great Indian English poets during the post-independence

Das, LH. Rimi, OF

era— K N. Daruwala, Arun Kolalkar, Kamala
Bhatnagzr, RK Singh etc. have followed the Ezekielean tradition of

urbamty, mtellectuality, rationality, identification with environment, Wil
and irony znd the importance of the flawless form. Shashi Iyer comments

about his abiding contribution (0 Indian English poetry.
Ez#iel_of course has beena kind of law giver to the young poets
wriling in Indo-English tradition. He has taught them 10 a¥0
scatimentality, looseness of structure and abstract sublimitics
which all seem to be peculiary traits.
CRITICAL STUDY OF SELECTED POEMS

: 1. ENTERPRISE
. pri = one of the finest lyrics of Nissim Ezekicl, appcawd
;?mm - e 195?’ 1“ 1 thc poet generalises his own fee I
loss znd deprivation in the world. He himself remar
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